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REE: STATE 297314 

1 . ON DEC 15, 1 CALLED ON MINISTER OE STATE EOR EOREIGN 
AFEAIRS RASHID ABDALLAH TO DISCUSS USE OF GULF AIRSPACE BY 
SOVIET TRANSPORT AIRCRAET AIRLIFTING ARMS TO ETHIOPIA VIA 
ADEN. I ASKED THAT UAE DENY ANY REQUESTS BY SOVIETS TO USE 
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UAE AIRSPACE. I ALSO POINTED OUT THAT DUBAI TOWER HAD COMPLAINED 
TO ELIGHT CONTROLLER EOR GULL BAHRAIN AIRPORT ABOUT UNAUTHORIZED 
AIRCRAET TRANSITING UAE AIRSPACE (MANAMA 2663). 

2. RASHID ABDALLAH SAID UAE HAD NEVER RECEIVED ANY REQUEST 
EOR OVERELIGHT BY SOVIET AIRCRAET AND WOULD OE COURSE REFUSE 
SUCH PERMISSION WERE IT REQUESTED. HE SAID THAT UAE HAD RECEIVED 
ABOUT ONE WEEK AGO REQUEST EROM EAST GERMANY FOR USE OE UAE 
AIRSPACE EOR AIRCRAFT THAT UAE SUSPECTED WOULD BE CARRYING 
ARMS AND SUPPLIES TO ETHIOPIA VIA ADEN. UAE HAD REEUSED 
PERMISSION. 

3. RASHID ABDALLAH THEN ASKED WHAT COULD UAE DO THAT WAS 
EEASIBLE. UAE HAS NO DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH ANY COMMUNIST 
COUNTRY AND HE WONDERED, JUST AS BAHRAINI FOREIGN MINISTER DID 
WITH AMBASSADOR CLUVERIUS, (MANAMA'S 2663) WHAT LEGAL STEPS 
UNDER ICAO COVENTIONS COULD BE TAKEN WHEN ONE NATION VIOLATES 
AIRSPACE OF ANOTHER. I SAID I HAD NO RESPONSE TO THIS BUT 
POSSIBLY PUBLICIZING PACT THAT SOVIETS MAKING UNAUTHORIZED USE 
OP UAE AIRSPACE MIGHT HELP. 

DICKMAN 


SECRET 
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